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TABLE III
DIFFERENCES IN CHOICE CHARACTERISTICS BETWEEN SPRING 2004 CHOICE ROUND

AND JULY 2004 NCLB CHOICE ROUND

All African Not African
studentsa Americanb American

Variable (1) (2) (3)

Test score at first-choice school and programc

Spring 2004 choice round −0.502 −0.513 −0.421
July 2004 NCLB choice round −0.017 −0.034 0.108

Average test score of schools and programs within five milesd

Spring 2004 choice round −0.322 −0.328 −0.277
July 2004 NCLB choice round −0.247 −0.253 −0.206

Number of students 1,092 963 129

Notes: aThis subsample includes students whose parents’ first choice in July 2004 was a school and pro-
gram other than their NCLB school and program. bSubsample of students whose race is coded as African
American in the administrative data set. cSchool and program test scores are school and program means of
student-level average test scores in reading and math for the North Carolina End of Grade exams, standard-
ized by the districtwide mean and standard deviation for each grade level. dWe computed the driving distance
(in miles) from each student’s residence to each school that the student could choose. This variable is the
average test score defined in Table IV for all schools within five miles. For the five students in the spring and
the fifteen students in July with no schools within five miles, we used the average test score of schools and
programs within ten miles.

after receiving the NCLB-mandated information. This change
in choice behavior was not mechanically generated by the fact
that NCLB parents could not select another NCLB school in July.
Rows (3) and (4) demonstrate this point. These rows show that
the average test scores of available schools within five miles only
increased by 0.075 (–0.247 versus –0.322) student-level standard
deviations by excluding other NCLB schools from the choice set.
Hence if parents chose schools at random from the set of schools
within five miles in the spring and in July, we would expect only a
0.075 increase in average score of the school chosen. Thus almost
all of the gain in the average test score of the chosen school came
from a change in choice behavior.

Table IV examines which types of parents were more likely
to respond to NCLB-mandated information by choosing an alter-
native school, and of those parents, which ones were more likely
to choose higher-scoring schools. Suppose that, once parents are
fully informed about the academic performance at each choice op-
tion, they select a school to maximize utility which is increasing
in expected academic achievement but decreasing in commuting
costs to schools. Simplified information on test scores may lower
information costs, increasing the implicit weight parents place on
academics when choosing a school. However, parents may still face
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